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The populations of pollinators in southwestern Europe have been reduced over the previous decades, mainly due to the destruction of habitat through agricul-
tural intensification, in addition to vectors associated with pesticides and global change. This process of biodiversity and population loss has an impact on oil-
seed crops, which are dependent on pollination to some degree.  The Poll-Ole-GI project, funded in the 5th INTERREG SUDOE call, aims to design and promote 
floral islands providing resources and refuge for wild pollinators over the complete growing season, and quantify the direct contribution of pollinators in the pro-
vision of this ecosystem service.

In Spain the project includes two pilot zones, in Cuenca and Burgos provinces where floral islands have been established and contrasted with natural landscape 
features providing floral resources and refuge, as well as zones with a lack of natural landscape features (no green infrastructure). The project aims to under-
stand the utility of establishing floral islands – a practice which could be properly incentivized through “greening” in the European Common Agricultural Policy 
or similar. Specifically, over two years pollinator abundance and diversity is monitored as well as entomophilous pollination of the oilseed crop. 
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Pilot plots in Cuenca     2017 n=22Pilot plots in Burgos   2017 n=31

- In March 2017, 22 pilot plots were seeded with a melliferous plant mixture to test the concept of “enhanced” green infrastructure associated with 
sunflower fields. In Burgos the 11 plots were 2500 m2, in Cuenca the 11 plots were 1250 m2. “Control” sunflower fields near natural green infrastructure
or without any nearby natural features were also established. 

- Pollinator abundance and diversity was monitored with pan traps, visual observations, and sweep nets. In September, sunflower heads were harvested
to evaluate the rate of pollination. 

- Demonstration and monitoring at pilot zones continues in 2018.
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